Penguin Newsletter

June 2009

Greetings,

The Penguin Class is gearing up for another active season and our hope is that those reading this letter will be a part of it.  The sailing schedule is posted at the class web site www.penguinclass.com .  The web site remains our primary means of communication, with e-mails from Paul Hull pt9696@verizon.net in the Chesapeake region and Pat Hilliard in the Chicago area (Skokie Lagoons Fleet)  SLPenguinFleet@comcast.net providing a reminder of events and summary of results.  If you are not on their e-mail distributions lists, send them a note and they will gladly add you.
Internationals

The Internationals will be held at the West River Sailing Club in Galesville, MD from August 11th to 13th .  The midweek scheduling – Tuesday – Thursday is aimed at getting the best summer sailing conditions on the Chesapeake.  While we can’t predict the winds, the powerboat chop is predictable and except for an errant waterman or two, should be at a minimum on the West River for this period.  The registration fee has been reduced from previous years in an effort to bolster attendance.  Stay tuned to the web site for updates on this event, as we sort out the meal plans and the after race events schedule.  For the out-of-towners, let us know and we will find housing for those who want it. For the locals, mark your calendars now.  

Boat News:

Two exciting developments are in the works.  Naval architect John Gebhardt from Annapolis has obtained a Wright Penguin, courtesy of Scott Williamson and is trying to figure out a novel way to make the boat self-rescuable.  Preliminary plans were to add an air tank along the side of the boat, which will provide excellent buoyancy, however he is still refining the design.  A test sail in a Penguin at the Gibson Island Spring Regatta provided additional insight regarding the need for space for the crew to sit in the boat.  This is a difficult problem and solutions involving a raised floor, or a bench type seat (Innovator) have been done, although there are trade-offs made with these designs.  We look forward to seeing the results of his design work.

Speaking of the Innovator Penguin, Patrick Hilliard has received funding from the class to resurrect the molds and is in the process of building a new fiberglass Innovator Penguin.  He has taken great care in correcting a number of problems with the molds and hopes to have a boat built sometime this summer.  Once we evaluate that boat, we will be able to provide additional information regarding building additional boats.

And, if you would rather go with a more traditional Penguin, Bristol Seacraft has now added a Penguin to its inventory of custom made wooden boats.  www.bristolseacraft.com   These boats are true masterpieces.  And after seeing the prices for these, you can take consolation that your Penguin was a wise investment.
ICPFR
The final Island Creek Penguin Frostbite Regatta was held in November of 2008.  Seventeen boats showed up for what has become a mainstay of the Penguin class and our best attended event.  We are grateful to Kim Corkran and the Corkran family and numerous friends who made this event the success that it has been.  We haven’t found a replacement yet, although stay tuned.  

Trailer Safety

Maryland has recently enacted a new law regarding trailer safety requiring a safety chain and safety hitch pin for trailers.  Penalty for violations include a fine of up to $1000.
And speaking of trailering, don’t be shocked on your next trip across the Bay Bridge.  The toll for trailering your boat across in the eastbound direction is now $9.00.  Westbound is still free.  (Maybe the governor and your local representatives need some feedback on this one.)

2009 Penguin Schedule
Region III
	June
	

	21
	Summer Invitational TAYC Oxford MD  www.tayc.com 

	July
	

	18
	Cambridge YC Regatta ,Cambridge MD www.cambridgeyachtclub.org

	25-26
	Corsica River YC   Centerville, MD                 www.cryc.org/

	August
	

	1
	Miles River YC Regatta, St Michaels MD 

	8-9
	TAYC Annual Regatta Oxford MD                 www.tayc.com

	11-13
	International Championship, West River SC, Galesville, MD  

	22-23
	Heritage Regatta ,    Oxford MD                      www.tayc.com

	September
	

	5
	West River SC Annual Regatta           www.westriversc.org

	12
	Leukemia Cup Washington Sailing Marina   www.potomacriversailing.org/ 

	November
	

	7
	TAYC Frostbite, Oxford MD                            www.tayc.com

	14
	Gibson Island - 


For schedule updates,  www.penguinclass.com
